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1997 Report:
Continued Growth!

: The year 1997 was exceptionally gratify-
Ing 1 terms of growth and activity. Museum
membership grew to 625 members—a 47%
mncrease over the previous year! Major new
donations of art and artifacts were acquired.
Three special member activities were offered
during the year. A new room, honoring out-
standing huntsmen of our sport, was opened.
The Museum was painted, new lighting was
installed and new exhibits were mounted.
;l"he Museum received a federal grant to per-
orm an assessment of its conservation prac-
tices. And, for the first time, people ar[(])und
the world are able to access the Museum via
the Internet at our website, http://www.cad-
col.com/morvenpark.
New Acquisitions

Norma Bowles, wife of the late John
Bowles, donated to the Museum a superb col-
lection of original Lionel Edwards oil paint-
ings and sketches. Also included in the gift
were preliminary drawings, books and corre-
spondence between John Bowles and Lionel
Edwards. (See story this page.)

The Museum was also the recipient of
over 300 library items, primarily books,
donated by Lynne Kindersley Dole in the
memory of her parents, the late Major Charles
Kindersley, MFH of the Eglinton and Caledon
Hunt (ON) and Mrs. Kindersley. Ms. Dole
expressed great pleasure that her father’s
library will join that of his old friend, the late
William Brainard.

A spectacular collection of 33 silver tro-
phies, the earliest dating b;ck :]o 1\9/22, was

iven to the Museum by the Virginia
l%oxhunters Association thro%gh jfdomt E\;atr}l)s.
oleman Perrin, MFH and President of the
Sirginia Foxhound Club, facilitated this valu-
able gift which provides a tangible connection
back to the best of many of the old American
und lines.
fO)dJlafl)net Churchill, ex-MFH of the Groton
Hunt (MA) donated 5 signefi Edward ng
prints and additional prints of works by Cecil
Alden, Michael Lyne, Sn:lifﬂecs1 andtH:mrlxgton
_ Ms. Churchill also donated a large
l?gr:éj-paintcd screen and Groton Hunt memo-
rabl\]‘l;-nen Pelton, who previously had donat-
ed French staghunting artifacts to the
Museum, added a staghunting habit to this
o foau
Onassis donate
{)(Lfs':nfigiln her collection, sculpted by Mary
Coker. And the family of the late ’Pamela
Harriman gave one of Mrs. Harriman’s hunt-
ing coats t0 the Museum. )

Other gifts to the Museum were received

Mr. & Mrs. William Abel-Smith, Anita
i Shelby Bonnie, Mrs. George Carter,
&a,im;umam Davis, MFH, Mrs. George
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Sherman Haight, ex-MFH toasts Norma Bowles at the members’ dinner given in her
honor, in appreciation for the magnificent collection of original Lionel Edwards paintings
that she donated to the Museum.

Museum Acquires the John Bowles Collection
of Lionel Edwards Sporting Art

The Museum of Hounds and Hunting
has acquired a major collection of original art
by Lionel Edwards, one of this century’s fore-
most sporting artists. Included in this exceed-
ingly generous gift are five oil paintings com-
missioned by sportsman-businessman John
Bowles, and each depicts Mr. Bowles and his
wife, Norma, hunting in the English Shires.
The donation—original paintings along with
the sketches, working drawings and corre-
spondence between subject and artist—consti-
tutes a complete and engaging exhibit, and the
Museum is immeasurably grateful to Norma
Bowles and her family for adding these most
personal and magnificent works of art to our
collection.

John Bowles

John Bowles possessed the rare ability to
blend a dedication to age-old tradition with
twentieth-century business acumen. Proof of
the latter was his five-year rise from salesman
to president of the Rexall Drug Company.
The former found expression through his love
of equestrian sport—particularly foxhunting.
A devoted family man and patron of many
civic and charitable organizations, Mr.
Bowles embodied the essence of the consum-
mate sporting gentleman.

A native of North Carolina, his career led

him to Los Angeles where, in 1950, he met
Norma Landwher, an accomplished horse-
woman and niece of P.T. Cheff, Jr., MFH of
the Battle Creek Hunt (MI). It was there, on
his honeymoon, that John Bowles first experi-
enced the thrills (and also the spills) of fox-
hunting.

In the early 1960s, Mr. Bowles developed
a friendship with Colonel Sir John Miller who
was then serving as Crown Equerry to Queen
Elizabeth II. Sir John introduced his
American friend to the magnificent hunting
country of the English Shires. A second
introduction brought the legendary sporting
artist, Lionel Edwards, into John Bowles’s
life. Although well into his eighties and
reluctant to take on yet another commission,
the painter’s reticence was overcome by Mr.
Bowles’ charm and enthusiasm, and both a
partnership and a friendship were born.

Over the next two years, Sir Lionel spent
hours concealed in tarpolin-covered ditches,
sketch pad in hand, to record glimpses of John
and Norma Bowles as they sped past with the
Belvoir, Cottesmore and Quorn Hunts across
the incomparable English Midlands. The
results were the five magnificent paintings
that the Museum is proud to display.
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